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Case-based diagnosis training
The Case-based Diagnosis Training session to be held at ECR on Monday, 10th March will 
be different from the run-of-the-mill congress presentation sessions. 
In addition to the multi-specialty training session itself, during the interlude a selection of  
“illusion” images will be presented. These bear uncanny resemblances to non-radiological  
subjects. The best illusion will receive an award.

There are many reasons to attend a conference. 
Broadening postgraduate education, refreshing one’s memory, 
exchanging protocols, and do’s and don’t’s with international col-
leagues, updating and generally deepening one’s knowledge are some 
of the typical motivations for many conference participants. 
In addition to this, a significant number of participants also have a 
very personal interest in attending the upcoming European Congress 
of Radiology (ECR). No fewer than 2900 radiologists have submitted 
their research and findings to be presented as an oral abstract. 
Around 2400 electronic posters have been submitted, with their 
authors eagerly awaiting the big moment to see what reaction their 
work will create. 
Behind all the carefully-prepared presentations and posters is the bed-
rock on which the profession is based, namely the literally thousands 
of images that radiologists come across everyday in their practice. 
The fact is that, although the hard-pressed radiologist often misses the 
connection, among these thousands of images there are many which, 
if looked at with an aware, lateral-thinking eye, represent completely 
different non-radiological subjects. 
As an initiative at this year’s ECR the radiological community has 
been asked to keep its eye open for just such miraculous apparitions, 
intriguing look-alikes, and freak coincidences in their ultrasound 
images, X-rays, CT and MR films and have been invited to submit 
their findings at ECR. 
The reaction so far has been really positive and productive! Residents 
and consultants from virtually all continents have sent in images show-
ing faces, animals and other objects from everyday life for example 
Figure 1. What one sees in one’s imagination of course also reflects 
one’s personal experience, surrounding and climate Thus, Scandina-
vians definitely submitted fewer lions than the South Africans and the 
number of butterflies was noticeably larger in Singapore than in Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia. 
During the interlude in the Case-based Diagnosis Training session on 
Monday, the 10th of March, a selection of the submitted illusions will 
be shown and the best one elected. 
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As for the session itself, this is run under the patronage of the Ris-
ing Stars programme. The ECR keeps getting younger and younger 
every year, with more and more young radiologists and radiographers 
attending — there were 1400 students at the 2013 meeting. 
Fifteen of the best abstracts submitted by students are chosen; this entitles 
them to free registration by applying for the Invest in the Youth pro-

gramme. They can then benefit from the ECR’s special sessions for trainees. 
Since nobody is or can be expert in all fields, many experienced radi-
ologists also enjoy and benefit from these sessions which allow them 
to easily update their knowledge in areas outside their daily practice.
The focus in this year’s Case-based Diagnosis session will not be to 
cover each topic comprehensively or to highlight the rarest entities. 
Instead the aim is to simulate routine working situations. 
In the session, typical patient’s symptoms are presented with a couple 
of characteristic images; the audience will really have the time to take 
in the information. Multiple choice questions will follow, where the 
audience can vote with their smartphones or tablets. Afterwards, the 
presenter will then explain the pathology with the most pathogno-
monic signs, describe the most efficient imaging algorithm and the 
most probable or less likely differential diagnoses. 
Each presenter will show two cases and then pass on the microphone 
to the next speaker. Thus, the audience will have a chance to see in one 
go cases from different subspecialties. 
Before the interlude, the areas of neuro, maxillofacial, musculoskel-
etal, liver and breast imaging will be covered. After the fun of the 
illusions during the interlude, the session will reconvene to cover 
head and neck, chest, spine, gastrointestinal and genitourinary. 
Fingers crossed that your plane or train is not already leaving on 
Monday, (in which case you should start collecting optical illusions 
for submission in 2015).
Otherwise, don’t miss the chance to attend this interactive, 
instructive and amusing session!

FigUre 1. Left Panel. Coronal T2 Spair image of a six-month-old girl, where 
the skull base looks like  a ferret (Right Panel). 
Go on — let your imagination loose!
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Session details
Monday 10th March Studio 2014 
• 12.30- 13.30 Part 1 
• 13.30 - 14.00 Interlude  Do you see what I see? (with image 
illusions)
• 14.00 - 15.00 Part 2 

For more information consult page 165 of the final programme  or 
consult the interactive programme planner at
http://bit.ly/Ecr2014OpticalIllusionsIPP  

contact:  Prof. Soraya robinson.  email: s.robinson@dzu.at


