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Sochi athletes benefit from access 
to elite sports medicine technology

Alongside national Olympic gov-
erning bodies such as the United 
States Olympic Committee, GE 
Healthcare made available a range 
of medical imaging technologies and 
services to help clinicians provide 
care for the competing athletes at 
the  recent Sochi 2014 Olympic Win-
ter Games. The equipment provided 
the athletes and team officials with 
access to the most advanced health-
care equipment and services, includ-
ing up-to-date radiology services. 

GE Healthcare is a Worldwide 
Olympic Partner and exclusive pro-
vider of medical products and ser-
vices to help doctors treat athletes.  
These products and services were 
incorporated into the Olympic poly-
clinic in Sochi that GE Healthcare 
helped to set up. Imaging technolo-
gies included MRI, CT, ultrasound, 
digital X-ray and monitoring services 
as well as healthcare IT solutions like 
Electronic Medical Records.

The routine use of such technolo-
gies is a good example of the innova-
tion that is changing the landscape of 
healthcare and sports medicine. This 
increased access to healthcare tech-
nologies helps clinicians predict, diag-
nose, treat and monitor health issues 
and sports medicine injuries earlier 
when intervention is more effective 
and efficient.

The main goal of the Polyclinics 
associated with the Olympics (not 

just the Winter Olympics, but also 
the regular  summer Olympics and 
Paralympics)  is to provide onsite 
quality care to athletes by enabling 
physicians to make earlier and more 
accurate diagnoses.  The polyclin-
ics included GE  equipment such 
as the Vivid S6 ultrasound system, 
Optima CT660 Freedom Edition, 
and the Optima MR360 Advance. 
In addition, as part of its presence 
at the Olympics, GE Healthcare also 
be makes a legacy donation to the 
host city and nation in the form of a 
mobile mammography unit.

The Polyclinic’s advanced and 
innovative medical imaging technol-
ogies aim to reduce the time Olym-
pic or Paralympic athletes spends 
in rehab. Making an earlier injury 
diagnosis and introducing real-time 
recovery monitoring is crucial for 
elite performance.  GE Healthcare 
equipment allows athletic trainers to 
have an earlier and more accurate 
diagnosis platform from which to 
work from. The involvement of GE 
at the Olympics continues a strong 
relationship that was launched 
back in January 2005.  The partner-
ship will continue through to the 
2020 Summer Games, including 
the Games of the 2016 Olympiad 

in Rio, the 2018 Winter Games in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea and the 
2020 Summer Games in Tokyo, 
Japan.

One of GE Healthcare’s first 
Olympic contributions was in Bei-
jing, where the company supplied a 
broad array of medical technologies, 
including magnetic resonance imag-
ing (MRI), ultrasound and electro-
cardiogram (ECG) to the Olympic 
Village General Hospital.

GE Healthcare ramped up its offi-
cial involvement in the Sochi Winter 
Olympics by introducing its innova-
tive, pocket-sized Ultrasound device 
Vscan and implementing its Cen-
tricity Radiology-IW (PACS-IW and 
RIS-IC with Precision Reporting) 
solution in the Polyclinics. 

At the recent Winter Olympic Games in Sochi, 
Russia, some of the imaging services were housed  
in specially equipped trailers.  (above the CT trail-
er) Available imaging technologies also included 
MRI,  ultrasound, digital X-ray and monitoring ser-
vices as well as healthcare IT solutions such as  
Electronic Medical Records.
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Access to modern medical technology including radilogy all radiology modalities helps clinicians diagnose, 
treat and monitor health issues and sports injuries, earlier when intervention is more effective and efficient.

The polyclinics included equipment such as the 
Vivid S6 ultrasound system (shown above), Optima 
CT660 Freedom Edition, and the Optima MR360 
Advance.


