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Serving its young patients: German hospital 
installs fully automatic new X-ray system
Located in the  Ruhr district in the West 
of  Germany, St Josef’s Hospital is part 
of the  Bochum Catholic Hospital group 
which with its 1 350 beds is the larg-
est hospital group in the area. In total, 
the group treats 50 000 in-patients 
and sees 157 000 more patients on 
an outpatient basis. The catchment 
area extends beyond the Ruhr Area into 
the North Rhine-Westphalia state and 
beyond. The hospital is the University 
Hospital of the Ruhr University in 
Bochum. Recently the Children’s depart-
ment of the St Josef ‘s hospital acquired 
a new fully automatic X-ray system 

There were several criteria involved in  Bochum’s choice 
of the new system, one of which was the ability to have 
highest quality images at low radiation, which is of course 
of particular importance for young patients. The hospital 
finally opted for the ddRFormula PLus system from Swiss-
ray. Thanks to its high resolution and special imaging 
software, this system provides excellent diagnostic image 
quality at the lowest possible radiation dose.

New RAdIoGRAPHy systeM HelPs youNG PAtIeNts
X-ray imaging at unprecedented image quality is rou-

tinely possible with the new system, which has now been 
in regular  and satisfactory use  for several months at 
the University Children’s Hospital in Bochum. The high-
performance digital imaging device is specifically tailored 
to the needs of young patients and also to make the work 
of the whole health care team much easier and more effi-

cient.  As a general rule, in German hospitals particular 
attention is paid both to having adequate control of the 
imaging systems and to the ease-of-use by the radiogra-
phers and convenience for the patients. The new ddRFor-
mula PLus system fits all these requirements.  In addition, 
for the young patients of the University Children’s Hospi-
tal there are several other advantages one of which is the 
very high image resolution , which is due to the system’s  
powerful flat panel detector. The excellent detail enables 
examination of even the finest bone structures or early 
changes in the lung tissue and airways to be identified.

INNovAtIve teCHNoloGy At tHe seRvICe  
of tHe PAtIeNt

The hospital’s senior physician in pediatric radiology, 
Dr. Leo Rossler is more than satisfied with the new system   
“The images are even better than we had expected. The 
new system allows us to carry out  even innovative X-ray 
diagnoses in the pediatric clinic at the  highest standard “. 

The director of the clinic director, Prof. Dr Eckard 
Hamelmann: is also full of praise ”.We fought long and 
hard to get this  new technology which is not only abso-
lutely necessary for the clinic but also a sensible invest-
ment. We owe a great deal of thanks to the charitable 
foundation “The Children’s Center of the Ruhr” whose 
generous support enabled the financing of the project”.  “

swIssRAy MedICAl
For more than a decade Swissray has been a pio-

neer and technology leader in digital radiography, with 
hundreds of hospitals, clinics and health centers using 
the company’s innovative and cost-effective DR solu-
tions . These provide outstanding image quality at the 
lowest possible radiation dose . More information at   
www.swissray.com

Although originally founded more than 100 years ago, the St Josef’s hospital 
in Bochum is now housed in brand-new buildings.

using state-of-the art and  innovative technology in pediatric imaging. 
Seen with the new ddRFoemulaPlus above are, from left to right, Prof. Dr. 
Eckhard Hamelmann, Director and CEO of the Children’s Foundation of the 
Ruhr area; Angela Siebold; Senior physician Dr Leo Rossler - and, last but not 
least, little patient Angelo and his mother Maria Garcia.


