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agfa considers making its 
healthcare iT unit a stand-alone 
entity to focus growth

Radiologists mostly know of Agfa through its exten-
sive range of analogue and digital imaging systems and 
IT solutions for the healthcare sector, but the company 
also develops and markets  a range of  imaging products 
designed for the printing industry. as well as for specific 
industrial applications. 

Now, in an announcement  issued at the end of 
August’ Agfa  confirmed  that the company’s board of 
directors has asked the management to study how to 
organize the HealthCare IT activities into a stand-alone 
legal entity structure and organization within the Agfa-
Gevaert Group 

Increasing the 
independence of 
the HealthCare 
IT activities 
would be a natu-
ral progression 
in the contin-

ued transformation of the group. In such a set-up, 
HealthCare IT would be able to increase its focus on 
the large and attractive markets in which it is already 
present. The main part of the Agfa-Gevaert Group, 
which would consist of Agfa Graphics, Agfa Specialty 
Products and Agfa HealthCare’s Imaging business, 
would also be better positioned to pursue growth, 
profitability and new opportunities.
AGFA GEVAERT
MORTSEl, BElGIUM
www.agfacom

Filling the gap in european  
ultrasound training 

FUJIFILM SonoSite continues to attach a lot of impor-
tance in ultrasound training and education, helping clini-
cians to develop and maintain their practical skills in a 
variety of ultrasound disciplines. Learning a new ultrasound 
procedure or technique can be challenging – particularly if 
the perticipant feels not to have adequate understanding or 
training – and it remains a barrier to clinicians making the 
transition to using ultrasound in everyday practice. 

That’s why FUJIFILM SonoSite established its educa-
tion centre in Luton, UK:  to provide expert training 
and instruction to support the learning needs of doctors, 
nurses and practitioners across a broad range of disci-
plines. 

Every month, people from all over Europe take part in the 
ultrasound courses, delivered and designed by point-of-care 

specialists from the medical industry, with, for example back-
grounds in regional anaesthesia, EMED, critical care and mus-
culoskeletal treatment. The course attendees, often with little or 
no experience of daily ultrasound use, are provided with expert 
tuition and plenty of opportunities to ask questions, and gain 
confidence and experience using ultrasound carried out on the 
Blue Phantom ultrasound training model. 

Recently, as part of its drive to continually improve 
and expand its educational services, FUJIFILM SonoSite 
hosted a complete ultrasound-guided regional anaesthesia 
education (CURE) course at its training centre. The two-
day event featured a new extended format that provided 
more extensive, in-depth ultrasound training than ever 
before, delivered by experienced, friendly consultants. The 
well-received course, taught through a mixture of mini lec-
tures, video presentations and practical sessions, described 
the use of point-of-care ultrasound for regional anaesthe-
sia – including brachial plexus, lumbar plexus and truncal 
blocks – and beginning with a review of the anatomy and 
indications for each type of block. Participant numbers 
were deliberately limited to ensure maximum hands-on 
time, and the practical sessions featured a mix of live 
model scanning and ultrasound-guided needle placement 
in phantoms, with an emphasis on individual tuition and 
feedback from course tutors. 

Anyone who 
missed the last 
CURE course, is 
warmly invited to 
attend the next 
course sched-
uled for the 30th 
of October 2017, 
which quali-
fies for CPD 
credits from the 
Royal College of 
Anaesthetists, and 
counts towards 
the European 
Diploma in 
R e g i o n a l 
Anaesthesia and 

Acute Pain Management (EDRA). 
Throughout October and November, FUJIFILM 

SonoSite will be  running further courses in ultrasound-
guided venous access, Level 1 emergency medical ultra-
sound, and scanning techniques for musculoskeletal soft 
tissue and joints. The company has also teamed up with 
USabcd to offer a one-day course aimed at critical care 
physicians and surgeons exploring focused intensive care 
echocardiography (FICE). 

To register for upcoming courses, and to learn more 
about other FUJIFILM SonoSite educational initiatives, 
visit: 
www.sonositeeducation.com 
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Dr. Klaus Engel and Dr. Robert Schneider from Siemens 
Healthineers are members of three research teams put forward for 
the highly prestigious German Future Prize award. Together with 
Dr Engel and Di Schneider is Professor Franz Fellner, MD, head 
of the Central Radiology Institute at Kepler University Hospital 
in Linz. The three nominees are jointly responsible for develop-
ing the medical visualization  technology known as Cinematic 
Rendering, which allows photorealistic representations of clinical 
image data  The technology facilitates communication between 
patients and referring physicians, supports surgeons in the choice 
of surgical strategies and opens up new opportunities in medical 
training. 

The German Future Prize is awarded by the President of 
Germany, Dr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier, and is one of the country’s 
highest distinctions for technology and innovation. 

Cinematic Rendering technology, developed by the two visual-
ization experts and their clinical partner, generates photorealistic 
three-dimensional representations of the human body from the 
output of CT and MRI scans. Using the radiological software Syngo.
via and Syngo.via Frontier, the technique enables previously unseen 
levels of clarity. These striking new images simplify communication 
between physicians and patients or between radiologists and refer-
ring clinicians, help surgeons select the most appropriate surgical 
strategy, and open up new horizons in medical training. 

The German Future Prize will be awarded on November 29,  
2017.  “The nomination for the German Future Prize of two of our 
leading visualization experts and one of our clinical research partners 
is a great honor for our company – and a testament to our sustained 
investment in innovation,” said Dr. Bernd Montag, CEO of Siemens 
Healthineers. More than 12,500 patents have been  registered to 
Siemens Healthineers employees, while in the 2016 business year 
alone the company invested around a billion euros in research and 
development – a field in which it employs some 7,500 people. Siemens 
Healthineers also draws on a collaborative network comprising over 
4,200 research partners all over the world. “Time and again, our close 
collaboration with clients and research partners has enabled us to 
pioneer groundbreaking innovations in countless areas of medical 

technology and quickly bring them to market, benefiting users and 
boosting efficiency in healthcare systems worldwide, but above all 
increasing patient well-being. For many people, Cinematic Rendering 
offers the first real insight into what is going on inside their body. This 
example highlights the broad range of opportunities originating from 
the digitalization of healthcare,” Montag explained. 

 Inspired by film technology and the physics of light Klaus 
Engel and Robert Schneider developed the new visualization tech-
nology taking inspiration from film technology, and refined it in 
collaboration with Franz Fellner. Cinematic Rendering provides 
unprecedented photorealistic clinical images by leveraging the 
physics of light. A specially developed algorithm simulates the 
complex interactions of elementary light particles (photons) with 
patient data from CT or MRI scans. Unlike animations in the 
film industry, where only the light reflected off the surface of the 
character’s body is calculated, the algorithm developed by the 
researchers from Siemens Healthineers also takes into account the 
light which penetrates the subject’s tissue, where it is scattered in 
different directions. This results in hyper-realistic representations 
of fractures, organs or the structure of the finest blood vessels. 

Since early 2017, users of the imaging software Syngo.via have 
been able to create photorealistic images from any CT or MRI scan. 
These images can be used for instance to explain a planned operation 
to a patient, but also between radiologists and referring physicians. 
The photorealistic images can vividly illustrate the course of a fracture 
line or the growth of a tumor. The creation of the images does not 
involve any additional radiation exposure, as rendering takes place 
entirely in the postprocessing stage  with just a few mouse clicks.

The German Future Prize was founded in 1997 by the then 
German President Dr. Roman Herzog, and has since come to sym-
bolize the country’s scientific potential and innovative spirit. Besides 
excellence in research, the main selection criteria used by the jury  
include the development’s patentability and market viability of the 
technology development being considered.  
SIEMEnS HEAlTHInEERS 
ERlAnGEn, GERMAnY
www.siemens .com 

siemens healthineers’ visualization experts in cinematic rendering
nominated for the highly prestigious german Future prize 2017

Dr Robert Schneider( left),  Dr Klaus Engel (centre) , of Siemens Healthineers and 
Prof. Franz Fellner of the Kepler university Hospital in Linz are nominees for the 2017 
German Future Prize. Photo copyright Deutscher Zukunftspreis

An example of the astonishing images produced by Cinematic Rendering. The above 
image shows fractures of the thoracic vertebrae and ribs
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new editor-in -chief of european radiology  
The European Society of 

Radiology (ESR) has announced that 
Prof. Yves Menu of the Hôpital Saint 
Antoine, Paris, has been appointed 
as the new Editor-in-Chief of its sci-
entific journal European Radiology. 
Menu will take over from Prof. 
Maximilian F. Reiser, from Munich, 
who steps down from the position 
in late 2017.

The ESR is “very happy and 
pleased to appoint such an outstanding and well-respected 
leader and friend of the ESR to this prestigious position,” said 
Prof. Paul M. Parizel, Chair of the ESR Board of Directors. 
Following an application procedure and a thorough review 
process, Prof. Yves Menu was unanimously appointed by the 
ESR Executive Council and he will officially assume his position 
as Editor-in-Chief as of 2018. The January issue of European 
Radiology will contain Menu’s selection of manuscripts. A grad-
ual handover of duties between the current and future Editor-in-
Chief has already started  in autumn 2017.

Prof. Yves Menu is an outgoing Professor of Radiology at the 
Saint Antoine Hospital and University Pierre & Marie Curie, 
Paris. “It is an honour to follow in the footsteps of such promi-
nent editors. I have had the pleasure of working with Prof. 
Reiser before, and I am looking forward to taking over from 
him and to this new and exciting endeavour,” stated Menu.

Menu is a long-time member of the ESR and is well 
known within the radiological community in Europe and 
beyond. 

During his initial term of three years, Prof Menu will focus 
on further establishing the journal as Europe’s number one 
general journal for clinical radiology. His editorship will focus 
on optimising workflows and editorial procedures, as well as 
strengthening the Impact Factor, which is currently 3.967 for 
the year 2016, and enhancing compliance with international 
publishing and research standards. “Competition in scientific 
publishing is high, and there are a lot of new publications on 
the market; we must make sure that we maintain our ESR 
brand and stay at the forefront of quality and science in order 
to serve our community,” said Menu.
www.european-radiology.org

guerbet streamlines  its contrast 
media portfolio 
Partly as a result of the recent decision by the 
Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee (PRAC) of 
the European Medicines Agency (EMA) to withdraw the 
licence to market for certain linear gadolinium-based con-
trast agents GBCAs, and also partly as a result of its acquisi-
tion of Mallinckrodt’s contrast media & delivery systems, 
Guerbet, the French-based company specialised in contrast 
products and solutions for medical imaging, has announced 
that it has taken measures to streamline its brand port-
folio. It will phase out sales throughout the world of two 

products: Hexabrix (meglumine and sodium ioxaglate) and 
Optimark  (gadoversetamide).  In 2015, the company already  
announced the withdrawal in the US of Hexabrix, an iodin-
ated contrast medium for X-ray imaging that has the same 
indications as two other Guerbet products, namely Optiray 
(ioversol) and Xenetix (iobitridol). Now Hexabrix sales in 
Europe, Asia and Latin America will progressively be phased 
out, to be completely removed from the market by the end 
of 2019 at the latest. Guerbet markets  Optiray and Xenetix 
in  more than 70 countries.   

Guerbet’s decision to 
phase out Optimark is  
also part of its product 
portfolio prioritization. 
Optimark and Dotarem 
(gadoteric acid) are both 
gadolinium-based con-
trast agents (GBCAs) 

and have similar indications for MRI. Optimark is a linear 
agent and faces decreasing worldwide demand, while Dotarem, 
a macrocyclic and ionic GBCA agent, has seen worldwide 
demand increase.  This move to streamline its gadolinium-
based contrast agent portfolio through a focus on Dotarem is 
consistent with recent recommendations of the PRAC com-
mittee to withdraw the licence to market of linear GBCAs but 
not macrocyclic GBCAs. 
www.guerbet.com

new president & ceo of ge 
healthcare europe appointed 

 Catherine Estrampes has been 
announced as President & CEO for 
GE Healthcare Europe, effective as 
from 1 October 2017’ Estrampes 
will report to Kieran Murphy, 
GE Healthcare CEO. “Catherine 
brings strong experience from her 
career with GE Capital and more 
recently managing GE Healthcare’s 

U.S. Central Zone. Her vision and leadership skills will 
be key assets as we continue to grow our business in 
the region, providing the best solutions and services to 
help improve outcomes for Europe’s healthcare systems 
and patients,” said Kieran Murphy. Catherine began her 
career at GE Healthcare in France in 1988 where she 
held business and marketing leadership positions for 
the Cardiology/Interventional and CT product lines. 
She moved to the U.S. in 1999 with GE Capital where 
she held several General Manager positions. Catherine 
then returned to GE Healthcare in 2010 in the posi-
tion of General Manager in Mid America. In 2013, her 
responsibilities were expanded to General Manager U.S. 
& Canada Central Zone with responsibilities spanning 
the GE Healthcare portfolio. Catherine returned to the 
Europe organization earlier this year as Imaging Leader. 
www3.gehealthcare.com

Introducing Clarity HD High-Resolution 3D™ Imaging
• The fastest and highest resolution images in the industry with the same 70 micron pixel 

size as Hologic FFDM.1

• Cutting-edge detector technology and advanced 3D™ algorithm deliver exceptional 3D™ 
images for women of ALL breast sizes and densities.

• Designed to clearly see subtle lesions and fine calcifications to help detect cancers early.

Learn more at 3DimensionsSystem.com
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The clear choice,  
from every angle.

1. Data on file and from public sources, 2017.
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